Debate continues regarding the influence of litigation on pain outcomes after motor vehicle collision (MVC). In this study we enrolled European Americans presenting to the emergency department (ED) in the hours after MVC (n = 948). Six weeks later, participants were interviewed regarding pain symptoms and asked about their participation in MVC-related litigation. The incidence and predictors of neck pain and widespread pain 6 weeks after MVC were compared among those engaged in litigation (litigants) and those not engaged in litigation (nonlitigants). Among the 859 of 948 (91%) participants completing 6-week follow-up, 711 of 849 (83%) were nonlitigants. Compared to nonlitigants, litigants were less educated and had more severe neck pain and overall pain, and a greater extent of pain at the time of ED evaluation. Among individuals not engaged in litigation, persistent pain 6 weeks after MVC was common: 199 of 711 (28%) had moderate or severe neck pain, 92 of 711 (13%) had widespread pain, and 29 of 711 (4%) had fibromyalgia-like symptoms. Incidence of all 3 outcomes was significantly higher among litigants. Initial pain severity in the ED predicted pain outcomes among both litigants and nonlitigants. Markers of socioeconomic disadvantage predicted worse pain outcomes in litigants but not nonlitigants, and individual pain and psychological symptoms were less predictive of pain outcomes among those engaged in litigation. These data demonstrate that persistent pain after MVC is common among those not engaged in litigation, and provide evidence for bidirectional influences between pain outcomes and litigation after MVC. Ó
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Introduction
Motor vehicle collisions (MVCs) result in 50 million injuries worldwide and almost 4 million US emergency department (ED) visits each year [41, 61] . In the United States, approximately 90% of individuals presenting to the ED after MVC are discharged to home after evaluation [45] . Persistent pain after MVC in this population is a common and costly public health problem [11] .
Initial reports of persistent pain after MVC focused on neck pain, often termed whiplash. This term was subsequently revised to whiplash-associated disorders due to evidence that symptoms after MVC include not only neck pain but also pain in adjacent body regions and other cognitive and somatic symptoms [56] . More recently, it has been demonstrated that pain after MVC also may be widespread [22, 25, 69, 70] . In addition, evidence suggests that fibromyalgia (FM) also may occur after MVC [9, 34] .
Compensation seeking has long been believed by some to be a dominant factor in complaints of persistent pain after MVC
